
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
REPORT TO: East Lothian Council 
 
MEETING DATE:  25 October 2016 
 
BY: Depute Chief Executive (Resources and People Services) 
 
SUBJECT: Report on the Outcome of the School Consultation to  

Relocate Wallyford Primary School and the Proposed 
Change to the Wallyford Primary School Catchment Area 

 

 
 
1 PURPOSE 

1.1 To approve the recommendations set out within the Consultation Report 
(Appendix 1)  to  relocate Wallyford Primary School and  vary  the Wallyford 
Primary School catchment area. 

 

2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 The Council is asked to approve on the basis of the outcome of the school 
consultation and taking account of the educational and social benefits of the 
proposal that: 

i. The existing Wallyford Primary School is relocated to the new site as 
set out in the school consultation proposal. 

ii. The catchment boundary of Wallyford Primary School will be extended 
to include the houses in the vicinity of Dolphingstone Farm, currently in 
the catchment area of Sanderson's Wynd Primary School. 

iii. Children attending the nursery provision, primary school and Social, 
Emotional and Behavioural Needs provision transfer to the new 
Wallyford Primary School from August 2018, or as soon as possible 
thereafter. 

 

3 BACKGROUND 

3.1  The 2008 Local Development Plan included provision for a new school in 
Wallyford to replace the existing Wallyford Primary School with sufficient 
capacity to accommodate the increased pupil population arising from planned 
housing developments in the area. 



3.2 On 24 February 2015 approval was given by East Lothian Council to 
undertake consultations relating to the school estate (i.e. schools, catchment 
areas, locations) regarding work necessary to inform the emerging Local 
Development Plan (LDP), where there is likely to be a need for new or re-
provisioned facilities, without further reference to or approval by Council, and 
to report back to Council on the outcomes of such consultations in order that 
the Council can make a decision on any proposed changes. 

3.3 In April 2016 East Lothian Council secured funding from the Scottish 
Government via the Scottish Futures Trust for the replacement of Wallyford 
Primary School. 

3.4  The required consultation regarding the relocation of Wallyford Primary 
School and the proposed change to the Wallyford Primary School catchment 
area commenced on Tuesday 3 May 2016 and lasted until 12:00am on 
Thursday 16 June 2016, being a period of six weeks, which also included the 
minimum 30 school days.  This was in line with the Schools (Consultation) 
(Scotland) Act 2010.  Notification of the consultation was given to all statutory 
consultees prior to the commencement of the consultation. The Consultation 
Document was published on East Lothian Council’s website and paper copies 
distributed on Tuesday 3 May 2016.  

3.5  Representations were sought from statutory consultees and the wider public 
by the completion of an online questionnaire available on the East Lothian 
Council Consultation Hub.  The Consultation Hub also stored all relevant 
consultation documentation for public viewing.  Paper copies of the 
questionnaire were also distributed at Council buildings around the Wallyford 
and Musselburgh area.   

3.6 Publicity material detailed an East Lothian Council email address and phone 
number to which representations and any other queries could be submitted.   

3.7 All submitted representations were analysed by East Lothian Council Officers 
and were summarised in the Consultation Report (Appendix 1).  The 
Consultation Report, summarising all representations and East Lothian 
Council’s response, was published on the East Lothian Council Consultation 
Hub on 15 August 2016.  This was made publicly available for a period of 
three weeks, in line with the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.   

 Summary 

3.8  The council received 72 responses to the online questionnaire and a written 
response from the Parent Council of Wallyford Primary School.  Parents were 
overwhelmingly supportive of the proposal to relocate Wallyford Primary 
School (88.9% either agreed or strongly agreed).  Only a few respondents 
disagreed with this aspect of the proposal.  The majority of stakeholders 
either agreed or expressed no opinion regarding the proposal to change the 
catchment area (69.4% agreed, strongly agreed or had no opinion).   

3.9  A number of common themes emerged from the written and oral responses, 
and can be grouped as follows: 

https://eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/education/wallyford-school


 Concerns over the proposed site or catchment of the new school 

 Pupil transition, continuity of school friendships and minimising disruption 

 Difficulty in recruitment of staff for large school 

 Environmental impact of large scale housing development 

 Concerns about the impact on the Wallyford community, and that the 
decision is being rushed to meet housing expansion 

 Concerns that the consultation outcome is already decided 

 A lack of parental choice regarding schools in the area 

 Ensuring the wider community can access the facility and gain the intended 
benefits 

 School capacity and size 

 Traffic, transport, parking and safer routes to schools 

East Lothian Council’s response to these themes is detailed in Section 7 of 
the Consultation Report (Appendix 1).    

3.10 In line with the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010, Education 
Scotland considered the educational aspects of the proposal and submitted a 
report to East Lothian Council.  As part of this consideration, Education 
Scotland met with children, young people, staff and parents who may be 
affected by the proposal.  The full report from Education Scotland can be 
found in Appendix 6 of the Consultation Report (Appendix 1).  Education 
Scotland reported the proposal to relocate the school had the potential to 
bring about a number of educational benefits as set out below: 

 The improved facilities will provide more flexible spaces, enhancing 
opportunities for active, interdisciplinary and outdoor learning.   

 A modern learning environment which will provide greater opportunities to 
develop children’s digital skills.  

 Children’s educational experiences will be enhanced through improved and 
purpose-built recreation and dining areas.  

 Learning spaces which will provide new possibilities for drama and the arts. 
 
3.11 Almost all stakeholders, including parents, children and staff who met with 

HM Inspectors, reported that they had been kept well-informed and consulted 
about the proposal.  Parents and children who met HM Inspectors expressed 
their appreciation for the educational service that Wallyford Primary School 
has provided over the years.  Staff and other stakeholders are keen to keep 
the community feel of Wallyford Primary School as the school grows in size.  
The community is pleased that the new school will be fully accessible and 
more inclusive. 

 
3.12  A few parents and representatives of the community raised concerns over  



 traffic management and safe routes to school. The Education Scotland report 
stated East Lothian Council should work with stakeholders to address these 
concerns. The Education Authority is aware of these concerns and will put a 
range of measures in place to reduce the risks involved in children travelling 
to and from the school. Safer routes to school will be addressed by direct 
consultation with pupils and staff at the school, ensuring the necessary 
interventions are put in place.  

 
3.13  The Education Scotland report also referred to a  minority who disagreed with 

the proposed changes to the catchment area citing the negative effect this 
might have on Sanderson’s Wynd Primary School pupil numbers.The impact 
of the changes to the catchment area have been considered as part of the 
Council’s Local Development Plan. There should be no negative impact on 
pupil numbers at Sanderson’s Wynd Primary School as it is forecast that the 
roll is set to grow in the coming years due to new housing developments in 
the Tranent area.  In the short term, children and young people in families 
currently living in the Dolphingstone area can continue attending their current 
schools as detailed in section 7.2 of the Consultation Report (Appendix 1).  
This also applies to their younger siblings. 

3.14 Following receipt of a total of 73 written representations and consideration of 
oral representations made at a public meeting held during the consultation 
period, a range of officers from Education, Transport, Planning and 
Communities and Partnerships, reviewed the proposal.   The feedback from 
the consultation was considered by a range of officers. This ensured that the 
Council met the requirements of sections 9(1), 12 and 13(3) (b) of the 2010 
Act. Officers of the Education Authority have listened carefully to the points 
made at the public meetings and have considered equally carefully the written 
representations, including the Education Scotland report. Having reviewed the 
feedback from consultees, officers conclude that the basis of the original 
proposal remained the best solution to provide appropriate and effective 
primary education provision to Wallyford pupils. 

 

4 POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

4.1  None 

 

5 INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

5.1 The subject of this report has been through the Integrated Impact 
Assessment process and no negative impacts have been identified. 

 

6 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 Financial – The capital cost for the new school will be met by East Lothian 
Council together with funding from developer contributions and a grant from 
the Scottish Future’s Trust.  The Council will also incur additional revenue 



costs for the operation of the facility in relation to utilities, IT and staffing 
costs.  

6.2 Personnel  - All staff employed at  Wallyford Primary School at the time of 
completion, will transfer to the new building.  New staff posts will be recruited 
when required following the normal East Lothian Council recruitment 
procedures. 

6.3 Other –the new school will provide a significant new facility for Wallyford with 
provision for community access to the school library and PE facilities. This will 
allow the existing Wallyford Library to revert to its original use as rental units 
for retail / commercial use on completion of the new school.    

 

7 BACKGROUND PAPERS  

7.1  Consultation Report on the outcome of the consultation relating to the 
relocation of Wallyford Primary School and proposed change to the Wallyford 
Primary School catchment area (Appendix 1). 

 

AUTHOR’S NAME  David Scott 

DESIGNATION  Quality Improvement Officer 

CONTACT INFO  dscott2@eastlothian.gov.uk 

Tel No – 01620 827620 

DATE 12 October 2016 
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