East Lothian Poverty Commission
Call for Evidence- Organisations 
March 2016

About the Commission
The East Lothian Poverty Commission is a group of independent people who are examining what poverty looks like in the county. We have given our time voluntarily to support the work of the Commission because we care about the issue of poverty and how it affects people in our local communities.
Our main task will be to work to identify key actions that local organisations and individuals, working in partnership, can undertake to help people to move out of poverty or lessen its impact people’s lives. To do this, we are asking local organisations and local people to share their knowledge and experience with us.
Call for Evidence

We want to know the views of a wide range of organisations and people in the community about poverty, its causes and impacts. We want to hear what local organisations are doing to tackle and alleviate poverty and what your ideas for ways in which we can tackle poverty.
More information about the Commission 

If you would like more information about the Poverty Commission or have any questions about our work please get in touch:

· Visit
 www.eastlothian.gov.uk/povertycommission 

· Email 
povertycommission@eastlothian.gov.uk  
· Phone 01620 82 7134

· Find us on Facebook ‘East Lothian Poverty Commission’
How to respond to the Call for Evidence:
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To respond to the Call for Evidence you can: 
1. Complete and return the attached evidence submission. 
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2. Prepare a video or other recorded submission that the Commissioners can consider.
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Invite the Commission to visit your Community organisation, group or workplace to hear your views and share your experiences.
How to submit your evidence:
· Please submit your evidence by Monday 16th of May 2016.
· Email:   povertycommission@eastlothian.gov.uk
· Video evidence:  Please upload your video to Youtube or Dropbox (or similar service) and send us the link. Alternatively get in touch and we can arrange for you to send your video to us.
· In person: Contact us to arrange for us to meet with you or your community organisation. 

· By phone: 01620 82 7134
· By Post: 
East Lothian Poverty Commission, 

   
C/o Corporate Policy and Improvement, 
   
East Lothian Council, 
  
John Muir House, 
  
Haddington, 
  
East Lothian 
 
 EH41 3HA
Section 1: About your organisation
1.1 Contact Details

	Name
	

	Email Address
	

	Postal Address
	

	Telephone Number
	


Section 2: About Poverty in East Lothian
2.1 What does your organisation consider ‘poverty’ to be?
2.2 Who do you think is mostly affected by poverty in East Lothian (people and/or place)?
2.3  What do you consider to be the challenges in tackling poverty in East Lothian?

2.4 What do you consider the impact of welfare reforms to be in East Lothian?
Section 3: The Impact of Poverty
3.1  How does poverty affect people in East Lothian?
3.2 How do you recognise the impact of poverty on people’s lives?

3.3  What do you are the key factors/barriers preventing people from moving out of poverty?

Section 4: Tackling Poverty

4.1 Can you think of any examples of what is working well locally to tackle poverty and its impact? 
4.2 What is making this work successful?
4.3 Thinking about East Lothian: what needs to change to make a difference to living in poverty locally?

4.4 What support could be provided to communities to assist them to tackle poverty or lessen its impact?

Section 5: Local Work to Tackle Poverty
6.1 Are you involved in work to tackle poverty in East Lothian?

6.2 Is this work targeted on a particular geographic area?
	Dunbar


	

	North Berwick


	

	Prestonpans


	

	Tranent


	

	Haddington


	

	Musselburgh


	

	Rural communities (please tell us where)

	


6.3 Is this work focused on a particular population group?
	Women


	

	Men


	

	Older People


	

	Ethnic minorities


	

	Children and Young People


	

	Disabled People


	

	Families


	

	Other  e.g. ex offenders, carers, those with low levels of literacy

	


6.4 Please describe how this work is delivered?

6.5  Who funds your anti-poverty related work?

	East Lothian Council


	

	Scottish Government


	

	Other


	


6.6 Please tell us your views on whether the work you have described is sustainable in the long term and why?

Section 6: Personal experiences of Poverty

The Commission want to hear from people who know what it is like to live in poverty. Can you help us to hear their stories?

· Share information/ stories/ case studies that you have already gathered with us

· Host a session with those you work with to gather their stories (please get in touch so we can help you to do this)

· Complete the ‘Personal Stories’ Call for evidence and submit this.

****************************************************************************************
2

