REPORT TO:  Chief Executive




BY:

 The Returning Officer
 DOCPROPERTY "Manager"
SUBJECT:
 Review of Polling Districts and Places in Great Britain 2018
1 PURPOSE

1.1 This is the Returning Officer’s Report on Polling Districts and Places, in line with the provisions of the Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013, Section 17.  This required local authorities to carry out a review of their UK Parliamentary polling districts and places from 1 October 2013 and every following fifth year. It is a requirement that the proposals contained within any review of Polling Places must be exposed to a statutory public consultation process. This will include public notice published in the local media, documents available at council area offices and use of the council website and twitter.

2 BACKGROUND 

2.1 It is worth noting that there were changes to East Lothian Council wards and councillor numbers at the Local Government Elections in May 2017. This was as a result of The Local Government Boundary Commission for Scotland’s Fifth Statutory Review of Electoral Arrangements 2016. Wards were reduced from 7 to 6 and councillors from 23 to 22.  Although this resulted in a few polling districts changing wards, they remained the same physical areas and the same polling places.
2.2 The polling places used in support of the UK Parliamentary Election in June 2017 have been used as the basis for this consultation. Capability Scotland guidelines have been used to assess polling places and stations in East Lothian since 1997 and, together with advice from the Electoral Commission, provide a helpful and practical means of ensuring that proposed locations are fit for purpose.  Preliminary visits and assessments have already been carried out, with the attached document providing more detailed information.

2.3 There has been a working custom and practice of not using schools (unless unavoidable) for a number of years, so that there is as little disruption to education provision as possible.  Since the Local Government Elections in May 2012, there are no schools in East Lothian affected on polling day.  
2.4 Although not directly commented upon in these proposals, it is important to note that a full accessibility assessment is carried out for every polling station prior to each election.   This includes consideration of layout and all voter signage.  Every polling station is supplied with wheelchair accessible booths and polling place staff are trained to ensure that the needs of all voters are carefully considered, including the provision of a braille ballot paper.  For Integrated Impact Assessment purposes, the views of local equality groups will be sought and their views taken into account when completing the recommendations of the review.
2.5 There are two areas of new housebuilding in North Berwick which currently overlap the polling district for North Berwick EL4E.  It is proposed to make small alterations to the two polling district boundaries (Dirleton EL4C and Drem EL4D) to allow these to be included, with the rest of the new build area, in the polling district for North Berwick EL4E (map included). These proposals are subject to public consultation.
2.6 There is an overlap of a new build area at Dolphingstone, which affects Wallyford and Tranent.  Unfortunately, the polling district boundary here can’t be altered to allow the Tranent overlap to be included in the greater new build area of Wallyford ELMN3F.  This is because the polling district boundary is also the Scottish Parliamentary boundary, which can’t be altered.  The proposal, therefore, is to alter the boundary between the two polling districts of Tranent slightly, to allow the affected area to be included in the northern Tranent polling district EL3A (map included).  If the boundary was to remain as it is currently, any electors from the new build area would be obliged to vote at the Loch Centre (EL3B).  The Loch Centre is already at capacity as a polling place, therefore, the best option is to change this to Tranent Town Hall (EL3A), which can accommodate extra stations. This proposal is subject to public consultation.
2.7 St Mary’s Parish Church Hall at Whitekirk was below standard in a few     areas, however complete refurbishment work is currently ongoing.
2.8 There are problems with staff kitchen facilities at both Loch Centre and  Aubigny Sports Centre. The Loch Centre kitchen has been condemned and the one at Aubigny Sports Centre is not hygienic, being used as a chill out space for centre staff.  Alternatives for use by poll staff are being identified.
2.9 It is worth noting that, although this review relates directly to UK Parliamentary Elections, the same polling places are used for all other elections/referendums, with the exception of Scottish Parliamentary Elections, where the whole of Musselburgh, Wallyford and Whitecraig come under the Scottish Parliamentary Constituency of Midlothian North & Musselburgh.  The same polling places in these areas are used, but come under the jurisdiction of the Returning Officer for Midlothian Scottish Parliamentary Constituencies.
2.10  There is no proposal to change any of the existing polling places.
3 RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1 I would recommend these proposals to be submitted for statutory public consultation, with any findings given due consideration.

3.2 Comments/suggestions are welcome on this Report.
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